BCIS Student Device Policy

Personal Electronic Devices in School Environment

Purpose and Vision

At BCIS, we are committed to creating an optimal learning environment that promotes focus,
meaningful social interactions, and academic excellence. This policy aims to minimise digital
distractions while maximising student engagement and well-being during school hours.

Policy Statement

Personal electronic devices, including but not limited to mobile phones, smart watches, tablets,
and other internet-enabled devices, are not permitted for student use during school hours. All
such devices can be kept in backpacks or handed to the Front Office at the beginning of each
school day and can be collected at dismissal time.

Rationale
This policy is founded on extensive research and educational best practices that demonstrate:

e Reduced access to personal devices leads to improved academic performance and
increased attention spans
Face-to-face interactions foster better social skill development and emotional intelligence
Decreased screen time during school hours promotes better mental health and reduced
anxiety

e Removal of social media access during school hours minimizes cyberbullying incidents
and social pressures

e Equal access to technology through school-provided devices ensures a level playing
field for all students

Implementation Procedures

Morning Device Collection

1. Students can keep devices, switched off, in their bags or hand in their personal
electronic devices to the front office upon arrival at school.

2. The Front Office staff will put the device in a ziplock bag and write the students name on
the bag.

3. Devices must be powered off before being stored



4. The Front Office staff will maintain a daily check-in/check-out log

Storage and Security

e Devices will be stored in a locked space
e Access will be restricted to Front Office staff only
e The school will maintain appropriate insurance coverage for stored devices

Afternoon Device Return

1. Students can collect their devices from 3.25pm to 4.45pm

2. Students must sign the check-out log when collecting their devices

3. Any unclaimed devices will remain in the locked space until collected by the student or
their parent/guardian

Compliance and Consequences

Electronic devices cannot be used during school hours
First Violation

e Homeroom teacher reminds student of the policy
e Student takes device immediately to the office

Second Violation

e Incident recorded in Alma
e Student takes device immediately to the office
e Homeroom teacher notifies parent

Subsequent Violations

e Parent conference with Homeroom teacher
e Behavioural contract

Emergency Contacts and Communication

e Parents/guardians needing to contact students during school hours must do so through
the school office

e The school office will ensure urgent messages are delivered to students promptly

e Emergency contact numbers for the school office are available on the website

School-Provided Technology

e Students will have access to school-provided devices when required for educational
purposes
These devices will be monitored and restricted to educational content only
Teachers will supervise all technology use during class time



Policy Review and Updates

e This policy will be reviewed annually by the school administration
e Feedback from students, parents, and staff will be considered during review periods
e Updates will be communicated to all stakeholders in a timely manner

Parent and Student Agreement

All students and parents must sign an acknowledgement form indicating they have read,
understood, and agree to comply with school policies, as outlined in the parent/student
handbooks. This agreement will be maintained in student files and renewed annually.

Supporting Resources
The school will provide:

Digital citizenship education programmes

New parent orientation will include managing student technology use
Regular updates on policy effectiveness and student progress
Guidelines for appropriate technology use outside school hours

This policy represents our commitment to creating an environment where students can focus on
learning, developing meaningful relationships, and growing as individuals without the
distractions of personal electronic devices.
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